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but the prospects of the more immediate future continue to
be such as to justify the gravest apprehensions, and tax to
an intense and painful degree the energy and courage of
those whose special duty it is to appreciate and face them.
Past experience has illustrated the difficulties and enhanced
the anxieties of the problem to be solved; and it is scarcely
possible to exaggerate the claim, both of the problem itself
and of those who are expected to solve it,, upon the sympa-
thetic interest of India, of England, and of the world. The
coming evil was early foreseen ; and whatever the prudence,
ability, humanity, and devotion to the general welfare which
are conspicuous in the statesman now at the head of the
Government could do to prepare for it has been done.
Nor can I doubt for a moment, reasoning from what I
know of Lord Northbrook's character and capacity, and of
Sir George Campbell's great powers and self-sacrificing zeal,
I cannot doubt for a moment that a very large measure of
success will attend the official action which has been taken
to soften, if it cannot avert, the blow. But it is none the
less true that a very serious and pressing obligation is now
imposed upon us all. Millions must suffer : millions must
be in danger of suffering. It was at first supposed that the
emergency might be effectually provided for without the
aid of private benevolence; but we have it now from no
less an authority than the Viceroy himself that the time and
the circumstances are upon us when there is ample room
for private benevolence by the side of public administration;
when there is fear of additional misery and disaster if
private benevolence should refrain from appearing upon
the scene to comfort and to save. Therefore a great
meeting has been held in Calcutta, and a Central Com-
mittee of Eelief appointed, with already the most promising
results. Her Majesty the Queen herself sent immediately
to the Committee a donation of a thousand pounds from
her private purse; and a well-attended meeting has since
taken place in London, at which many thousands of pounds
were at once subscribed. Landowners and other persons of
wealth and influence in upper India have set an example of